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SUB J : ASSEMBLY QUESTIONS ROKG ABOUT BLUE HOUSE BUGGING, ETC. 

1 . FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OF KOREAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
APRIL 12 BEGAN QUESTIONING ROKG ABOUT CURRENT TOPICS: 

BUGGING OF BLUE HOUSE BY US INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES, 

DEMANDS FROM US CONGRESS FOR TESTIMONY OF FORMER 
AMBASSADOR KIM TONG-CHO, TRILATERAL MEETING ON KOREA, AND 
COMPENSATION FOR US TROOP WITHDRAWAL. FOREIGN MINISTER 
PARK TONG-CHIN AND UNIFICATION BOARD MINISTER YI SONG-HUI 
FIELDED QUESTIONS FROM AT LEAST SIX ASSEMBLYMEN ON FIRST 
DAY OF QUESTIONING. 

2. IN AN UNUSUAL STEP, OPPOSITION NDP LEADER YI CH'OL- 
SUNG LED OFF THE QUESTIONING, ASSERTING THAT US RESPONSE 

TO BUGGING, A "GRAVE VIOLATION OF SOVEREIGNTY", WAS UNCLEAR, 
AND SUGGESTING THAT KOREA SUMMON FORMER AMBASSADOR PORTER 
AND OTHER RELATED OFFICIALS TO TESTIFY. DRP ASSEMBLYMAN 
KIM CHONG-CH OL ADDED SUGGESTION THAT US HAD 
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INTENTIONALLY RAISED REQUEST FOR AMBASSADOR KIM S 
TESTIMONY AS A DESIGN TO AVOID COMPENSATION FOR WITHDRAWAL 
OF US TROOPS. QUESTIONS OF ALL ASSEMBLYMEN ASSUMED 
THAT BUGGING WAS FACT, DESPITE US DENIALS. 

3. IN REPLY, FOREIGN MINISTER PARK TONG-CHIN EMPHASIZED 
THAT ROKG MUST RESPOND DELIBERATELY. AND THAT GOVERNMENT 
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WANTS TO MAINTAIN GOOD TIES WITH USG. PAK POINTED OUT 
THAT ROKG HAD, ON TWO OCCASIONS PRIOR TO PORTER S REMARKS, 
DEMANDED EXPLANATION OF USG.WHEN THERE WERE NEWSPAPER 
REPORTS OF BUGGING OF BLUE HOUSE. FOREIGN MINISTER 
NOTED AMBASSADOR SNEIDER HAD TRANSMITTED OFFICIAL 
USG DENIAL OF BUGGING THIS TIME ALSO, ALONG WITH A 
STATEMENT OF REGRET OVER PORTER'S REMARKS. FOREIGN 
MINISTER ADDED ROKG HAD STRONGLY PROTESTED PORTER S 
STATEMENTS AND HAD DEMANDED OF USG A SATISFACTORY EXPLANA- 
TION. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID ROKG WAS EXPECTING SUCH A 
RESPONSE FROM US "SOON". FOREIGN MINISTER ALSO DENIED 
THAT ROKG WAS TAKING A "LOW POSTURE" TOWARD US ON 
THIS MATTER. 

4. ON US DEMANDS FOR TESTIMONY BY KIM TONG-CHO, 

FOREIGN MINISTER NOTED THAT JAWORSKI HAD BLAMED ROKG, 

WHICH WAS "REGRETTABLE", AS HE HAD CERTAINLY DAMAGED 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN KOREA NAD THE US. QUOTING 
VIENNA CONVENTION, FOREIGN MINISTER STATED ROKG CANNOT 
ACCEPT US DEMANDS FOR KIM'S TESTIMONY. 

5. QUESTIONING OF GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE, AND PROBABLY 
BE CONCLUDED, ON THURSDAY. 

SNEIDER 
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